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the members there attending was Francis Peyton, one of the 
members chosen by the meeting that passed resolutions of the 
14th of June, 1774, contained in said paper. I know it from 
the circumstances to be genuine. George Johnston's handwrit- 
ing is known to me from letters now in my possession. 

"He was in regular correspondence with my father from the 
time he first entered on military service in the Fall of the year 
1775 (he was in the battle of the Great Bridge in Virginia, 
fought on the 9th of December, of that year, and described on 
the same day in one of his letters), till his death. 

"Note. — The meeting at Williamsburg on the 1st of August, 
1774 (of which I have a printed statement), was attended by 
108 of the most respectable and influential men of Virginia, in 
the order in which they are enrolled the name of George Wash- 
ington stands fifth from the top; Peyton Eandolph, Eobert 0. 
Nicholas. Burr Powell." 

SARAH HALLAM. 

In 1752 there appeared in Williamsburg "The London Company of 
Comedians." It was the first regular company of playwrights who ever 
came to America. The manager was Lewis Hallam, Sr., brother of 
William Hallam, manager of the "new Theatre in Goodmansfields, "Lon- 
don." There had lately been erected near the Capitol, on the east side 
of Waller Street, a new play-house, which Lewis Hallam altered into 
"a regular theatre fit for the reception of ladies and gentlemen." During 
this visit, little Lewis Hallam, son of the manager, made his first ap- 
pearance. He was a boy of twelve years, and had only one line to 
recite. But he was so frightened that he could not speak, and, bursting 
into tears, rushed off the stage. 

In 1771 the Hallam Company once more reappeared in Williamsburg 
under the name of the "American Company of Comedians." Lewis 
Hallam was now at his best, and his main support was his cousin, Miss 
Sarah Hallam. This young lady, previous to her appearance in Vir- 
ginia, had evoked unlimited praise from the poets of Maryland, who 
compared her face unto Cytherea's and her form with Diana's. As a 
tribute to her beauty and art, Charles Wilson Peale had painted her 
portrait in her role of Imogene. There is a letter of Col. Hudson Muse, 
of Virginia, which states that he went to the play in Williamsburg every 
night for eleven nights, and found Miss Hallam superfine. The diary 
of General Washington shows that he was a constant attendant at the 
theatre in Williamsburg during this season. 

At these entertainments, Peter Pelham, the organist of Bruton 
Church, furnished the musical accompaniments. 

Sarah Hallam, the beautiful actress, lived afterwards for many years 
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in Williamsburg, where she taught dancing and had a fashionable board- 
ing-school for young ladies. 

Following is an advertisement which appeared from her in the Vir- 
ginia Gazette: 

Williamsburg, August 18, 1775. 
The subscriber begs leave to acquaint the ladies and gentlemen 
that on friday next, at Mr. Blovet Pasteur's, in this city, she 
intends opening a Dancing School, and hopes to be favoured 
with the instruction of their daughters in that gentesl accom- 
plishment. As she is resolved to spare no pains with her schol- 
ars, she does not doubt of being able to give entire satisfaction. 
The days for teaching are fridays and Saturdays, every week; 
and her price is 20 s. at entrance, and 4 1. a year. 

Sarah Hallam. 



JERMAN BAKER TO DUNCAN EOSE. 
(Copied from the original, sent by Judge W. J. Leake, of Richmond.) 

London, Feb. 15, 1764. 
Dear Duncan : I have both your Letters of the 24 th Jan r & 
6 th In st before me, the first I sent at Bristol, the last by the 
hands of honest Ben Edwards, would you believe it ? I had once 
some thoughts of not answering them, but when I came to reflect 
seriously that there certainly was a Devil, and that he might 
probably be appointed Steward & Guardian over the ungrateful, 
I was determined I wou'd not be introduced to his acquaintance 
on that score, so that I can hardly tell wither you are to place 
this Sitter to the account of my Fears or my Friendship. How- 
ever, I comfort myself with thinking that if Duncan Bose be the 
judge, my case may not be desperate, but shou'd some ill na- 
tured damon have taken possession of that breast where I be- 
lieve there usually dwelt a Heart prone to judge with humanity 
& friendship I may perhaps, & justly enough be — hold ! no such 
spirit resides there; 'tis to Duncan Rose I am writing, and my 
fears are no more. The compliment you pay me in saying you 
sat down to write me in preference to going to a very brilliant 
assembly, I won't thank you for, as I am satisfied 'twas what 
you cou'd not help, if I am not mistaken in my man, tho' you 
realy did alarm my Vanity a little at the recital of your numer- 



